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desired or imagined  any otber playmate   tban he."
The spirit of such a fatherhood, and all this delight in the children's world, was distilled for the great multitude of other children in "The Wonder-Book" and its sequel " Tanglewood Tales." From very early in his career he bad written charming childhood sketches, of wbicb "Little Annie's Eamble " and "Little Daffydown-dilly" are easily recalled; and bis association with his wife's sister, Elizabeth Peabody, bad directed his attention particularly to literature for children, and "Grandfather's Chair" had been the result. Whenever be fell into discouragement in respect to the earning capacity of his pen, his first thought was that he would write children's books for a living. For some time be had meditated a volume which should adapt the classical tales of mythology to the understanding and interests of such children as bis own, and be now put the plan in execution. He began "The Wonder-Book " with the summer, and finished it at one effort in six weeks of June and July; the ease with which be accomplished the task indicates how pleasurable it was, and well adapted to his sympathies and powers; and the result was very successful, a book of sunshine from cover to cover. It1 was published in the fall, and was followed
1 A Wonder-Book for Girls and Boys. By Nathaniel Hawthorne, "with Engravings by Baker from designs by Billings. Boston: Ticknor, Keed and Fields. 1852. 16mo. Pp. vi. 256.